
Let us take what we have learned and share it with our families, 

our communities, and the world. Letõs be teachers, mentors, confi-

dants, big brothers and big sisters to those less fortunate. In one 

of John Miltonõs greatest poems he writes, òWhen I consider how 

my light is spent/Ere half my days in this dark world and wide/Had 

but one talent which is death to hide.ó Let us not let our talents 

end with us. When we look back on our lives, we should not only 

want to see our success, but we should want to see how our tal-

ents helped others. Because not only is this our time to shine, but 

this our time to make someone elseõs light shine even brighter.  

But for today, just todayéit is ALL about us! It is all about our dedi-

cation, our commitment, and our achievement. It is about our 

badge of honorégraduates of Texas A&M-Commerceéoh how 

sweet the precious sound! 
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Dr. Iris Lancaster at the commencement ceremony 

Dr. Iris Lancaster, Graduate of the 

Literature and Languages Department, 

Gives Commencement Speech 

The department of Literature and Lan-

guages was honored to have former doc-

toral student Iris Lancaster speak at the 

winter 2009 commencement ceremony. 

The title of Dr. Lancasterõs dissertation 

is, Janieõs Visionary Rhetoric: A Stylistic 

Approach to Voice and Vision in Zora 

Neale Hurstonõs Their Eyes Were Watch-

ing God   

òIt is the first time a graduate student  

has delivered the address. We anticipate 

doing this regularly in the future.ó said 

Provost Dr. Larry Lemanski. 

The following are excerpts from Dr. Lan-

casterõs speech:   

[é] òLetõs face itégraduate school is 

NOT ALWAYS EASY.  Sometimes I felt 

that I wouldnõt survive the long hours 

spent in the library study carrels, difficult 

(but well meaning) professors, the enor-

mous amounts of reading, or preparing 

seminar papers, but several things kept 

me going: Godõs favor, my family, and 

dear friends. My faith in God and his 

faith in me told me everyday I could keep 

going. The constant support from my 

mother has proved to be a guiding light for 

me throughout my life and my academic 

career. The love that shines in the eyes of 

my father, my stepmother, and my little 

brother kept me going when I wanted to 

say, òI give up!.ó The òI love yousó my older 

brother uttered before he ended every 

phone call when I was here at school kept 

me going. The love of Grandma Lancaster 

and all of my extended family kept the con-

crete from forming around my feet.  Also, 

what kept me going was the support I re-

ceived from the English department. I send 

out a special thanks to Dr. Donna Dunbar-

Odom, Dr. Richard Fulkerson, Dr. James 

Grimshaw, and countless others in the Eng-

lish department who had a hand in helping 

me reach the end of this journey.  I also, 

with a humble heart say thank you to my 

dissertation committee, and especially my 

dissertation director, Dr. Robin Reid. She is 

truly a driving force. I will be forever in her 

debt! Finally, to my best friend, I say thank 

you! Her love, support, and humor kept me 

moving even when I felt like giving up. With 

this degree comes a great responsibility. 

òA Member of the Texas A&M  

Systemsó  

Save the date 

April 9th 

Paul Barrus Day 
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The newest addition to the Literature and Lan-

guages faculty is Dr. Tabetha Adkins, assistant 

professor and director of the Writing Center and 

Basic Writing Program.  Dr. Adkins finished her 

PhD at the University of Louisville last May.  Her 

dissertation, òIn the Wor(l)d But Not Of It:  Literacy 

Practices of An Amish Communityó is an ethno-

graphic study which argues that the tacit attitudes 

that privilege English only in the United States 

have affected the literacy practices and home 

languages of the Amish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She is currently working on a book on this issue.  

Adkins has also published on issues of multimo-

dal composition, writing pedagogy, feminist the-

ory, and identity. 

Last semester Dr. Adkins taught a course in ad-

vanced composition for students enrolled in the 

Honors College.  This course focuses on work-

place ethnographies, and students are conducting 

their research in various sites including the uni-

versityõs cafeteria, dog shows, coffee shops, and 

beauty salons.  Each student created, among 

many other documents, an audio essay or pod-

cast about the work that occurs in their research 

site, and most of these essays have been contrib-

uted to the National Conversation on Writing ar-

chives.  Dr. Adkins also co-teaches the graduate 

colloquium on teaching with Dr. Shannon Carter. 

Dr. Tabetha Adkins New Faculty Member to the 

Literature & Languages Team  

  
Adkins says, òI fell in love with the teaching of writ-

ing in the Writing Center at the University of Louis-

ville, so I am thrilled to be directing our Writing 

Center.  The tutors here are incredibly knowledge-

able, professional, and intelligent, and working with 

them has been a pleasure.ó   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Writing Center is a free service available to 

undergraduates, graduate students, faculty, 

alumni, and members of the Commerce Commu-

nity.  In the writing center, writers can meet with a 

writing tutor for a one-on-one consultation to dis-

cuss any writing project at any stage in the proc-

ess.  Writers can also go to the writing center to 

use the resources available there including the 

computers, a printer, citation manuals (APA, MLA, 

Chicago, etc.), and style guides.  The Writing Center 

also offers online consultations for distance learn-

ing students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information about the writing center ser-

vices can be found at http://web.tamu -

c o m m e r c e . e d u / a c a d e m i c s / c o l l e g e s /

artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/

writingCenter/ 

 

 To submit articles for 

this newsletter 

contact: 

 

Dr. Attardo 

Department of 

Literature & 

Languages 

 

E-mail: 

Salvatore_Attardo@   

tamu-commerce.edu 

 

Phone: 903-886-5260 

 

Website:  www.tamu-

commerce.edu/litlang 

 

The Writing Center   

Hall of Languages 

Room 103  

 

Monday-Thursday 

9am-4pm 

Friday 

9am-1pm 

 

Additional hours are 

available  

in the  

evening and on 

 weekends at  

Gee Library:  

Sunday-Thursday  

6pm-9pm 

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
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Ghost Hunter to Investigate Hall 

of Languages 

 

òChad Miller, local Greenville author of several books about 

ghost hunting in North Texas, and other paranormal research-

ers are going to be investigating the rumors that have been 

floating around (!) alleging that the Hall of Language is haunted. 

PRINT (Paranormal Research and Investigations in North Texas, 

the group Miller co-founded, will be observing in the building at 

the end of January. Some of the faculty provided us with com-

mentaries: Dr. Dunbar-

Odom (Theory) suggested 

that it is probably the 

specter of communism. 

Dr. Hayes (British Lit) sug-

gested the ghost of Christ-

mas past. Dr. Duchovnay 

(Film studies) suggested 

calling ghostbusters. Dr. 

Attardo (Department 

Head, Linguistics) was 

clearly dispirited and 

would not comment. 

Staff,  students, faculty, and alumni from the department 

of Literature and Languages are joined by colleagues 

from all over the university to enjoy the food spread pre-

pared by volunteers from the department. 


