MEMORANDUM

February 8, 2006
FROM: Sherion H. Jackson, Faculty Senate President

TO: Dr. Joyce Scott, Provost 

SUBJECT: Proposed Realignment of Units in the College of Business and Technology
Dr. Scott:

The Faculty Senate, in its February 7, 2006 meeting, reviewed the recommendations from Dean Langford of the College of Business and Technology concerning the following proposed changes. 

1. Merger of the Department of Accounting with the Department of Economics and Finance.
2. Housing the Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences Program in its own Department, and that this department be called the “Department of Applied Technology.”
Although, the merger and re-housing do appear to be in-line with the mission and goals of the university, the name addition of “Department of Applied Technology” does not reflect the same alignment. Since assigning this name might create conflict and confusion among students, other stakeholders, and present marketing issues for individual programs, the Faculty Senate suggests that the College avoid this conflict by selecting a name which would more appropriately represent the degree awarded. 
It is important to project an aligned and logical sequence in the degrees and within departments in order that students not be mislead or confused. And so the Faculty Senate recommendations are

1. Proceed with the suggested merger of the Department of Accounting with the Department of Economics and Finance

2. House the Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences Program in a separate department 
3. The Department name should be considered carefully in order to align with the degree awarded.
Please let me know if the Faculty Senate can be of further assistance in this matter. 
Sincerely,
Sherion Hudgins Jackson, Ed.D.

Faculty Senate President

Educational Administration

Texas A & M University-Commerce

P. O. Box 3011

Commerce, Texas 75428

903-886-5083   

