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LESSON:

Film Study: The Fellowship of the Ring (extended version)
GOAL:
Compare Peter Jackson’s film adaptation of the first book of The Lord of the Rings (LOTR) trilogy with the book.  

OBJECTIVES:
Students will be able to:

1. Discuss differences between the film and book versions of FOTR.

2. Identify and describe in writing specific instances where the film and book diverged.

3. Evaluate the film version both in terms of its faithfulness to the book and in terms of its own value as an artistic work in its own right.

PROCEDURES:

Day One (Friday, May 20)



45 minutes

1. Focus exercise on overhead transparency instructs students to:

“Pick up a copy of the film guide from the table and take out a pen or pencil.  Read over the film guide questions.  You may bring food and drink into class during film viewing days.  Please make sure to clean up after yourself.”

2. Introduce the film study by asking students to offer their general reaction to the films.  Identify students who have not yet seen the films.  Note the difficulty faced by Peter Jackson in adapting the book to screen in a marketable way.

3. Preview the film guide (see attached) and note that it is due in completed form no later than the end of class on Friday, May 27.  Note that there will be a discussion of the film at the start and/or end of class each viewing day.  
4. Start the film and briefly discuss the prologue at the end of class.

Days Two-Five (Monday, May 23 through Friday, May 27)

225 minutes total

1. As above, hold at least one discussion each day either at the start or end of the class session.

2. Collect completed film guides at the end of the last film viewing session.

MATERIALS:
Day One: DVD player and connections to video monitor, FOTR EXT-DVD, focus writing transparency, overhead projector, copy of FOTR for reference, copies of film guides (see attached)  
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Fourth Quarter

FILM GUIDE: THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING
As you watch Peter Jackson’s screen adaptation of FOTR, answer the following questions.  Use additional paper as needed.  The completed responses are due by the end of class on Friday, May 27.  The film guide constitutes 10% of the overall capstone grade.  Develop your answers fully.
1. Did the film effectively deliver enough background information on the history of the One Ring?  Why or why not?  Where does much of the material for the film prologue come from in the book?

2. What do you think of Jackson’s decision to cut out most of the hobbits’ journey from the Shire to Bree?  Was it a good choice to leave out Farmer Maggot, Fatty Bolger, Old Man Willow, Tom Bombadil, Goldberry, and the barrow-wight, or was it a major offense?  Explain.

3. What is your evaluation of Jackson’s decision to expand Arwen’s role at the expense of Glorfindel?  Does it ultimately help or hurt the story?  What is your view of Liv Tyler’s performance in the role?

4. What do you think of Jackson’s handling of the Council of Elrond?  Was it done effectively without leaving too much out or did it sacrifice content for the sake of movie-going attention spans?  Explain.
5. How did Jackson do in terms of getting the look of Middle Earth right?  Consider the film’s visual treatment of the Shire, Rivendell, the Mines of Moria, and Lothlorien in particular.  Is it what you had imagined Middle Earth to be (assuming you read the book first)?

6. What is your favorite scene in the film and who is your favorite actor?  Explain why in both cases and evaluate how closely (or not) both the scene and the actor fit with your reading of the book.

