Teller of Tales (Narration)

Week 5, Lesson 10
Model 5: Fellowship—Lorien

When his eyes were in turn uncovered, Frodo looked up and caught his breath.  They were standing in an open space.  To the left stood a great mound, covered with a sward of grass as green as Springtime in the Elder Days.  Upon it, as a double crown, grew two circles of trees: the outer had bark of snowy white, and were leafless but beautiful in their shapely nakedness; the inner were mallorn-trees of great height, still arrayed in pale gold.  High amid the branches of a towering tree that stood in the centre of all there gleamed a white flet.  At the feet of the trees, and all about the green hillsides the grass was studded with small golden glowers shaped like stars.  Among them, nodding on slender stalks, were other flowers, white and palest green: they glimmered as a mist amid the rich hue of the grass.  Over all the sky was blue, and the sun of afternoon glowed upon the hill and cast long green shadows beneath the trees…
The others cast themselves down upon the fragrant grass, but Frodo stood awhile still lost in wonder.  It seemed to him that he had stepped through a high window that looked on a vanished world.  A light was upon it for which his language had no name.  All that he saw was shapely, but the shapes seemed at once clear cut, as if they had been first conceived and drawn at the uncovering of his eyes, and ancient as if they had endured for ever.  He saw no colour but those he knew, gold and white and blue and green, but they were fresh and poignant, as if he had at that moment first perceived them and made for them names new and wonderful.  In winter here no heart could mourn for summer or for spring.  No blemish or sickness or deformity could be seen in anything that grew upon the earth.  On the land of Lorien there was no stain.

Virtue 4: Temperance—When a person loses their temper, they also “lose their cool.”  Consider the related words “temperature” and “temporary.”  Use these two words in your own definition of temperance.  You may use Dictionary.com to guide you.
Writing 5: Escalation/Retardation (Writer’s Choice 4.3, Page 176)
A story without suspense is a predictable exercise that will tire the reader.  Below is a list of techniques for creating suspense in a narrative.
Flashbacks—Removing the reader to the past in order to increase present tension

Scene Changes—Shifting from one character to another delays discoveries

Withholding Information—A mysterious passage leaves us wanting answers

Foreshadowing—Subtle hints increase awareness slowly

Surprise—By breaking patterns the story gains a sense of irony

Using the above narrative and techniques, insert a scene which diverts the course of the story momentarily from the Company’s experiences in Lorien.
