“What was the name of that red book again?”  -- Writing activities

1.  Compare/Contrast:  Name and discuss a leader who most resembles Bilbo )or insert another character name) in unassuming background and appearance and in greatness of heart, courage, and daring.

2.  Compose a cause-and-effect matrix showing how certain actions, attitudes, or behaviors lead to positive or negative results.

3.  Teach students the fundamental rules of limerick writing.  Ask students to write limericks about LOTR.

4.  Compose an essay in which you describe the war-time roles of one or more of the following characters:  Borg, Beorn, the eagles, Necromancer, dragons, Gandolf, Thorin, the dwarves, the elves, Legolas, Aragorn, Bilbo, the Hobbits, Frodo, Gollum, Smaug, Boromir, Faramir, Eowyn, Sauron, Saruman, etc.

5.  Teach students the fundamental rules of Haiku.  Ask students to write Haikus about LOTR.

6.  Write an essay on the concept of the hero and/or anti-hero as it applies to one or more of the following characters:  Frodo, Bilbo, Sam, Merry, Pippin, Gandalf, Aragorn, Boromir, Faramir, Eowyn, etc.

7.  Create a poem about one of the key events or characters in the novel.

8.  Compare the behavior of free peoples, i.e. elves, dwarves, hobbits, and men.

9.  Essay/Discussion topic:  “At the very end, then, who is master, who servant, who hero, who adversary?’  taken from The Mythology of Power by Jane Chance page 121

