A proposal 

LITERATURE FROM OTHER WORLDS

By Kimberly J. Jurkiw

Tolkien: his time, his influences and his work

Purpose:  

The purpose of this class is to read and analyze the texts of J.R.R. Tolkien, his contemporaries, his influences, and other related fantasy literature in order to explore the genre of fantasy literature.    

Demographics:

This class will be open to all 11-12 grade students; both those who have read the primary texts and those who have not.  Thus, the class will most likely need to be an AP (Advanced Placement) class, since it will require such a demanding reading schedule.  The class will be capped at 25-30 students in order to make the best use of class time, which will include both individual and intensive group work.  Class meets daily for seventy minutes extending to two trimesters for a total of 24 weeks. 

Method:

Several methods will be used throughout the trimester(s) such as:  reading primary and secondary texts; analyzing /comparing these texts through journal entries, presentations, discussions, group work, and writing, and studying the Peter Jackson films as an adaptation and interpretation of Tolkien’s work.

Primary Texts:

The Annotated Hobbit or There and Back Again (Mr. Douglas Anderson)

The Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Ring




    Two Towers




    Return of the King

    The Simarillion

Portions of:  
The History of Middle Earth


       
 The Tolkien Reader



The Monsters and the Critics and Other Essays



The Tolkien Reader



Unfinished Tales



The Adventures of Tom Bombadill



Farmer Giles of Ham



Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Secondary Texts:

Portions of:
The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien



Author of the Century by Tom Shippey


The Road to Middle Earth by Tom Shippey


A Question of Time by Verlyn Flieger


Splintered Light by Verlyn Flieger



J.R.R. Tolkien: A Biography by Humphrey Carpenter



The Gospel According to Tolkien by Dr. Ralph Wood



Beowulf

Connections:

Historical Component

Students will also be able to connect and build their study of Tolkien on previous knowledge. The Students will be studying Tolkien after being exposed to Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, which will provide a general history of the Roman Republic and Empire.  This is relevant to Tolkien since the Roman Empire has many similarities to Gondor, the site of Minas Tirith, the Battle of Pelennor Fields, and finally the return of the king. The return of the “king” or the Roman empire is an Anglo-Saxon wish, which is fulfilled in the trilogy.    

Appreciation of Language and Culture

This class will also follow a unit on History of the English Language.  This will indirectly influence the study on Tolkien in that it will show the origins of the English language, which was heavily influenced by Germanic tribes including the Anglo-Saxons who Tolkien identified himself with personally and with England.  It will also demonstrate that English is an evolving, living, adapting language; therefore, students can understand the art and study of linguistics and why Tolkien was so interested in language.  They will also be able to see how this interest in language, as well as medieval culture, influenced Tolkien’s writing.  This will enable students to understand the origin of Tolkien’s purpose in his work and in other related literature.  

This class should be offered to not only take advantage of the interest students have in Tolkien’s work, which has proved itself to be an example of the most worthwhile literature of the 20th Century, but also to teach students to appreciate a particular growing genre of literature, fantasy.  

Bixby High School has over 2200 students, but not one literature elective.  The in depth literary analysis this class will include will prepare students for college level work and encourage critical reading and thinking.  

