Thesis Statement

First Try:

The outcast, or other, is represented by the character Grendal in Beowulf and the character Gollum in Lord of the Rings.  Such characters have been cast off by society and each generates evil owing to their self-centrific needs and desires and are cast out by their own societies. They are victims of themselves and evoke a self-hatred that they turn on others.

Better:

We have all experienced the social marginalization of standing on the outside of a group or event: not a part of the moment, the uncomfortable witnesses to others’ pleasure or companionship.  It is a fleeting despair but an acute sensation.  Literature magnifies emotions or social interactions and Epics aggrandize the same.  The socially marginalized person becomes, in general literature, the cultural outcast.  In the Epic, such characters are enhanced into archetype such that the cultural outcast gains antihero proportions and all the power and threat that accompany such depiction 

What makes a good thesis statement?

· It excites the reader’s interest. (someone besides your teacher.)

· It provides the reader with your point of view and the subject of your research.

· It lays out the framework for the direction of your paper. (Without ever saying “I am going to tell you……” Never, Never, Never use that phrase in a paper outside of sixth grade.)















