California State Standards:

Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.5 Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject.

Literary Response and Analysis
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

3.2 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim.
3.6 Analyze the way in which authors through the centuries have used archetypes drawn from myth and tradition in literature, …

3.7 Analyze recognized works of world literature from a variety of authors:

b. Relate literary works and authors to the major themes and issues of their eras.

c. Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the characters, plots, and, settings.
Writing Strategies
Research and Technology

1.6 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).

1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g., anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).
Evaluation and Revision

1.9 Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and

enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre.
2.2 Write responses to literature:

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works.
.

Research Quest

The Research Quest is an exploration project.  This activity is a unit assignment based upon the first semester’s core reading material for Survey of Literature.

The Legend of Gilgamish

Beowulf (using the Rafael translation)
“Richard III” Shakespeare

Lord of the Rings J.R. Tolkien
Legend of King Arthur Mallory

For this project the student will:

· Chose a topic based upon the core literature;

· Research that topic using both primary and secondary sources;

· Create a thesis and thesis statement

· Produce a linear outline containing at least six headings which will include one for thesis and one for conclusion;

· Create a sub-bibliography for all headings excluding the thesis and conclusion: each to contain at least three entries in correct MLA bibliography format;

· Submit a separate and complete web evaluation form for each web citation; and

· Create a conclusionary statement.

This project is due Dec. 10
This project is twenty percent (20%) of the student’s semester grade.


During this semester, to help with Internet research, the class will have at least six computer lab and two library visits.  If that proves insufficient, students will need to schedule outside time for the research necessary.


This is not a project that will be accepted “in part”.  Considering that students have over three months to complete this project, all of the components of the project are necessary for any grade to be recorded.  
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