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The Outcast

I.   Thesis Statement

We have all experienced the social marginalization of standing on the outside of a group or event: not a part of the moment, the uncomfortable witnesses to others’ pleasure or companionship.  It is a fleeting despair but an acute sensation.  Literature magnifies emotions or social interactions and Epics aggrandize the same.  The socially marginalized person becomes, in general literature, the cultural outcast.  In the Epic, such characters are enhanced into archetype such that the cultural outcast gains antihero proportions and all the power and threat that accompany such depiction 
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VI.  Conclusion

This then is what Tolkien’s character Gollum discovered which Grendal in Beowulf can never know: that our need and cry is to escape from the socially imposed prison and struggle toward a goal that is converted into treasure only in the striving for it. In spite of the blending of destiny and events that lead up to the inescapable fate of the literary “Outcast,” it is the struggle of that outcast that defines the possibilities of a culture, even if that which drives the character into the role of “outcast” is beyond choice. Neither Gollum nor Grendal wished their fate but both, by birth and by circumstance were lead to that path. Once upon the path, each carried a self-imposed burden that generated acts of cruelty and violence. And yet, since we are all prisoners unto ourselves, have all created tight systems for our daily existence and placed bars and confines upon our spirit, we justly long for an escape. But the Outcast flees from engagement. Because the quest to be human is often a thorny and frustrating one that demands the most of our mortal wisdom, the Outcast chooses the ease of the self-imposed and destructive prison.
