Lesson Plan # 2 – Geography 7 – Comparative use of Scale and Symbols in

        Maps of North America and Maps of Middle Earth

Objective:  By the end of this lesson, students will be able to utilize map keys, and scales from a variety of maps to identify various physical and man-made features on maps of North America and Middle Earth, and will be able to calculate distances between various locations on maps through the use of map scales, rulers, and calculators (as needed).

Materials:
Maps of North America, each with distance scales

Maps of Middle Earth, each with distance scales (e.g. pp.70-71, 88-89, 85) 

Key to maps of Middle Earth (Atlas of Middle Earth, p. xii) 

Rulers (preferably 12 inch)

Calculators (as necessary)

DVD/VHS copy of one of the movies of the Lord of the Rings trilogy

DVD/VHS player

Procedures:

Day 1
1. Students will be given maps of North America, and will review the map’s key.  They will identify the physical and man-made features shown on the map.

2. Students will then be asked to find 15 specific features on the map.  They will tell where the feature is located, and exactly what kind of feature it is.

3. Students will review their findings with a partner, and any discrepancies will be discussed/reviewed by the teacher.

4. Students will then be given the key to maps of Middle Earth (p. xii), and will review the key.

5. Students will be given maps of Middle Earth, and a list of 15 physical or man-made features.  Students will then tell where the feature is located, and exactly what kind of feature it is. 

6. Students will then review their findings with a partner, and each team of two students will turn in one sheet of final answers.

7. Students will then watch a 7-10 minute clip from Lord of the Rings, and will watch for the physical and man-made features that they have just identified.

Day 2

1. Students will review what we mean by map scale, and we will go over one or two examples of measuring distance on a map as a group (This is a skill that students will have already been familiar with).

2. Students will be given maps of North America, and will measure distances  between two specific locations on the map. Students will get a total of ten pairs of locations between which they must find the distance.  Calculators may be used as appropriate.

3. Students will review their findings with a partner, and each pair of students will turn in one paper with their final answers.

4. Students will then be given a variety of maps of Middle Earth.  They will review the map scale on each map, and as a group, we will measure distance between one pair of points on each map.

5. Students will now get ten pairs of locations on the maps between which they must find the distance. Calculators may be used as appropriate.

6. Students will review their findings with a partner, and each pair of students will turn in one paper with their final answers.

7. For homework, students will complete a short writing assignment, asking them to compare similarities and differences between using maps of real places (North America) and maps of fictional places (Middle Earth).

Assessment;

1. Each of the two assignments from the first day will be collected, and student grades will be assigned based on accuracy of student answers.

2. Each of the two assignments from the second day will be collected, and student grades will be assigned based on accuracy of student answers.

3. Student writing assignment will be assessed based on both factual accuracy and on writing standards found in the Pennsylvania state standards.

4. Anecdotal assessment will be done on an ongoing basis.

Standards Addressed:

Geography – 7.1.9 A – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills to explain geographic tools and their uses, especially the construction of maps, utilizing scale, symbol systems, and types/sources of data.

Geography – 7.1.9 B - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills to explain and locate places and regions, focusing especially on how regions are connected and how culture and experience influence perceptions of places and regions.

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening – 1.2.8A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills to read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas. 

