Lesson Plan # 5 – World Cultures 8  - Similarities and Differences Between

   The Battle of Hastings and the Battle of Helms Deep – An Examination

Objective:

  By the end of this lesson, students will be able to compare the Battle of Hastings (1066) with the Battle of Helm’s Deep, discussed in The Lord of the Rings – The Two Towers, and shown in the movie The Two Towers.  Students will understand the reasons for each of the battles, the goals of each side in the battles, and the impact that differences in equipment and tactics had on the overall conduct of the battles.  Students will also be able to discuss the results of each of the battles. 

Materials:

· Textual material on the Battle of Hastings.  This can come from textbook, primary source material, or other materials deemed appropriate by the teacher.

· Text of The Lord of the Rings, especially chapters seven and eight of 

The Two Towers. 

· 8-12 minute video clip (DVD or VHS) on the Battle of Hastings

· 10-15 minute video clip from The Two Towers, showing the Battle of Helm’s Deep
· DVD/VHS tape player 
Procedures:

1. Short teacher lecture on the Battle of Hastings (15 minutes).

2. Students will watch an 8-12 minute video clip on the Battle of Hastings.

3. Students will complete a short series of questions on the Battle of Hastings.  They may work with a partner in completing these questions. (10-15 minutes)

4. Students will have been assigned chapters seven and eight of The Two Towers the night before, and will discuss what they read with their partner (five minutes).

5. One student will be called on to summarize each chapter; one will write each summary on the board, and all students may make additions or corrections to each summary.  These will stay on the board for the class period.

6. Students will be given a series of questions 

7. Students will watch the clip from The Two Towers focusing on the Battle of Helm’s Deep

8. Students will complete the set of questions with a partner, answering the questions based on both the book and the movie, and identifying any differences there may be between the two.

9. Students will then write a short (150-250 word) essay comparing the similarities and differences between the two battles.  They may use the ideas generated through their worksheets to work through these comparisons.  This will be due the next day.
Assessment:

1. The worksheet on the Battle of Hastings will be collected with the essay, and checked for accuracy.

2. The worksheet on the Battle of Helm’s Deep will be collected and checked for accuracy

3. The essay will be collected and graded for grammar, content, and accuracy, using Pennsylvania State Writing Guidelines.

4. Anecdotal assessment on an ongoing basis.

Pennsylvania Standards Addressed:  

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening – 1.2.8A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills to read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas.         

Geography 7.2.9A – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the physical characteristics of places and regions.

Geography 7.3.9A – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their population characteristics 

Geography 7.3.9B - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics. 

Geography 7.3.9D - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their economic activities.

Geography 7.3.9E - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their political activities. 

History 8.4.9D - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to analyze how conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations impacted world history through 1500 in Europe.

Lesson 5 Worksheet


Name________________________

1. Which battle is being discussed ?

2. Why is this battle being fought?

3. Who is on each side of the battle ?

4. Who are the leders on each side?

Side 1 Name______________    vs.   Side 2  Name___________________

Advantages
  (At least 2)




Advantages (At least 2)

Disadvantages (At least 2)



Disadvantages (At lesast 2)

What’s so special about this battle?  What special things are shown in the movie, or are in the book, that aren’t mentioned elsewhere?

