Lesson Plan # 4 – Geography 7 – Mapping Trips Based on Both Historical

  Events and Fictional Adventures – Lewis and Clark vs. Sam and Frodo

Objective:
  By the end of this lesson, students will be able to accurately label travelers’ routes on maps, including both places travelers reached, and dates that travelers reached each point in their travels. Students will also examine the impact that physical features have on the speed (or lack thereof) of the expedition’s travels.

Materials:

 - Map of Middle Earth from The Atlas of Middle Earth, pp. 52-53

 - Listing of dates and stopping points for Sam and Frodo from The Atlas of

  Middle Earth, pp. 156-161

 - Physical map of the United States large enough to use in labeling points

   reached by the Lewis and Clark expedition, and the dates the expedition

   reached each of these locations.

- Listing of dates and stopping points for the Lewis and Clark expedition

  taken from The Journals of Lewis and Clark

- DVD/VHS copy of the PBS special on the Lewis and Clark expedition

- DVD/VHS copy of Fellowship of the Ring

- DVD/VHS tape player

Procedures:

Day 1:

1. Students will watch a short (8-12 minute) video clip on the Louisiana

Purchase and its importance for early 19th century America.

2. Students will be given a listing of dates and stopping points for the Lewis

   and Clark expedition taken from The Journals of Lewis and Clark 

3. Students will be given outline maps of the United States containing the physical features of the United States.

4. Students will work with a partner on labeling points and dates from the Lewis and Clark expedition on their maps.  These maps will be done in pencil so that corrections can be made as necessary.

5. The class will review their labeling of the Lewis and Clark expedition maps, and make corrections as necessary.

6. Each student will examine the distance traveled each day of the expedition, and will hypothesize as to the impact that the land’s physical features had on the distance traveled, giving examples as appropriate.  This will be submitted as a short (100-200 word) writing assignment. 

7. Students will complete and turn in a completed and corrected copy of their Lewis and Clark expedition map.  

Day 2:

1. Students will watch a short (8-12 minute) video clip from The Fellowship 

   of the Ring, starting at the point after the council of Elrond when the 

   Fellowship leaves Rivendell.

2. Students will be given a listing of dates and stopping points for Sam and Frodo taken from The Atlas of Middle Earth
3. Students will be given outline maps of Middle Earth which also show physical features.

4. Students will work with a partner on labeling points and dates from Sam and Frodo’s journey on their maps.  These maps will be done in pencil so that corrections can be made as necessary.

5. The class will review their labeling of the maps of Sam and Frodo’s journey, and make corrections as necessary.

6. Each student will examine the distance traveled each day of the expedition, and will hypothesize as to the impact that the land’s physical features had on the distance traveled, giving examples as appropriate.  This will be submitted as a short (100-200 word) writing assignment. 

7. Students will complete and turn in a completed and corrected copy of their map of Sam and Frodo’s journey.  

Assessment:

1. Student geographic knowledge and skill development will be assessed through both an examination of completed maps and an examination of the content portion of student essays.

2. Student writing ability will be assessed through an examination of student essays, focusing on writing skills assessed in the Pennsylvania State Writing Assessment.
3. Anecdotal assessment will be done on an ongoing basis. 

Pennsylvania Standards Addressed:

1. Geography 7.1.9A – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain geographic tools and their uses.

2. Geography 7.1.9B – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain and locate places and regions.

3. Geography 7.2.9A – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the physical characteristics of places and regions.

4. Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening – 1.2.8A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills to read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas.         

