         Lesson Plan # 3 – World Cultures 8 – Characteristics of a Culture

Objective:  

  Students will develop an understanding of the various characteristics that make up the characteristics of a culture, and will realize that the characteristics are the same, whether we are talking about a real culture or a fictitious culture.

Materials:
  Section 1 of the Prologue from Fellowship of the Ring, entitled “Concerning Hobbits”

  Worksheets on characteristics of cultures (See Appendix A) –  

  Textbook material from World Explorer: Europe and Russia, or other similar text

  DVD/VHS tape of the movie Fellowship of the Ring
  DVD/VHS tape player

Procedures:

1. Pass out worksheets, and have students review some of the characteristics of a culture.  This will be done through a textbook review, and small group discussion/sharing.

2. Students will read a short section on the culture of southern Italy from their textbook, and will then give some of the characteristics of southern Italian culture.  This will be done with a partner, and each pair will turn in one final copy of the worksheet.

3. Students will read section 1 of the Prologue of Fellowship of the Ring, and will then work with their partner in completing a worksheet that asks them to list some of the characteristics of the culture of the Hobbits.

4. Each group will turn in one copy of the worksheet before the end of class.

5. Students will watch an 8-12 minute clip of Fellowship of the Ring, focusing on Bilbo’s party and will analyze the characteristics of Hobbits shown in this clip.

6. For homework, students will select one culture, and will complete a culture worksheet based on that culture’s characteristics.

Assessment:

1. In-class culture worksheets will be collected, and these will be graded based on accuracy and depth of information collected.

2. Homework culture worksheets will be collected, and these will be graded based on accuracy and depth of information collected.

3. Anecdotal assessment will be done on an ongoing basis.   

Pennsylvania Standards Addressed:

Geography 7.3.9B – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics.

Geography 7.3.9D - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their economic activities.

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening – 1.2.8A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills to read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas.        

