Journalism

Teaching News Writing, Editorials, Features Writing and Photojournalism

Using Lord of the Rings and Creating a LOTR Newspaper
Goals:
To differentiate among the types of writing and communication included in a newspaper

To define the terms: news, editorials, features, layout and photojournalism

To state the characteristics of the communities in LOTR

To identify the challenges which each community may face

To compare the way news coverage is handled by different communities

To discuss censorship of newspapers

To produce an issue of a newspaper geared toward a specific community

Prior knowledge:  Some basic interviewing and writing skills

Method:

In advance: Students will read LOTR.

Day 1:  Identify the different sections of the newspaper: News (factual reporting of people and events), Features (writing the human interest stories about the people affected by the news), Photojournalism (capturing a defining moment about the human interest story on film), Layout (the organization of the paper once articles are submitted) and Editorials (stating opinions about the news).  Allow students to review a school, several local newspapers, a county newspaper and a multi-county newspaper in small groups.  Identify and write down the issues which are addressed by that paper.  What appears to concern this town, county?  What is covered?  What isn’t covered?  Are newspapers showing a bias based upon topics they chose/ chose not to address?
Day 2: Ask students to share what they learned about some of the important issues of that area. Ask students to speculate why certain topics are covered in this paper.  (The issues are important to that community.)
Day 3: Have students form groups of four to five and select a community from LOTR (Hobbits, Wizards, Dwarves, Man, Elves, Orcs) to cover.  Identify a title for the newspaper including the community this paper will serve and the location. (Some possible names- The Worldly Wizard; The Orc Oracle; The Hobbiton Gazette; The Rohan Record or Lorien Life)  Identify/ speculate what problems face that community.  
(Mill pollution in Hobbiton, internal fighting among the Orcs).

Day 4-5:  Using only LOTR, discuss the following ideas: How does the conflict in Middle Earth affect this community?  What is their perspective of these events?  What local issues result from this?  Who is affected by the war?  What are the human interest stories?  Which characters should be “interviewed”?  How do the characters feel about this issue?  What have they stated?  Is the opposite perspective available?  What pictures could best illustrate the about topics?  Do students think any topics will be censored from the paper?  If so why/ how?  What does this community use to write (Ents won’t likely use paper)?
Day 6: Select roles of news writer (s), editorialist, features writer, and photojournalist. All students will work together as layout designers.  Students will determine the articles they will write based upon the information available in the text.  Students will then review the text looking for specific textual references to quote for their articles.  All statements/ facts will come directly from the texts.  They are not to speculate or put words in the mouths of those “interviewed”.  (Define liable and slander if necessary.)
Days 7-10: Students will compose articles using a minimum of five (5) textual references from LOTR, create headlines, edit for content and accuracy and layout articles on a page with appropriate photographs.

Days 11-13: Students will present their completed newspapers to the class explaining what topics they chose to cover, how they addressed the issues, if they were censored, and which topics were most/ least difficult to address.

Day 14: Summary: discuss how the same topic is handled differently by the communities and how that affects the reporting of these topics.  

Assessment:

Newspaper rubric

Contains a minimum of three articles, two photos



10 points
Writes excellent articles demonstrating 

understanding of the issues facing this community



20 points

Layout is attractive, headlines are appropriate, newspaper has a catchy title 10 points

Photography enhances effectiveness of story




10 points
Adheres to a minimum of ten direct quotes/facts from the text per article
20 points
Demonstrates excellent editing both content and grammatical

10 points
Presents newspaper to the class showing comprehension of the people 

and problems they reported

  




20 points

