Tracking Poster for The Lord Of the Rings
Using a poster format, you will “track one of the main motifs of the novel. Keep in mind that a motif is a recurring thematic element in an artistic or literary work. It denotes the recurrence of certain character types, objects, settings, or situations in diverse genres and periods of folklore and literature. A motif is a recurrent device, phrase, pattern of imagery or situation.
You may choose from the following motifs:

· Fellowship

· Dreams

· Time—linear, standard, or not?

· Light/Dark

· Technology/Nature

· Epic hero/common man as hero

· Religion/myth

· Honor codes

· Fate/Free will or choice

· Sight—Insight within, seeing into distance or past or future

· Power/abuse of power

As you read the novel, pay special attention to the way your motif is developed. Jot down the sentences and page numbers where it is mentioned and write your ideas for the motif’s meaning.

You will then make a Tracking Poster about your motif. It should include:

· A thesis statement at the top—a statement explaining the significance of your  motif. Your thesis statement will likely be a theme of the novel since a theme—a controlling idea in a literary work—is often found as an abstract idea that derives from the actions and dialogues of the characters, the use of symbols and recurring images, and the manipulation of other literary devices.

· 8-10 supporting passages from the novel (with page numbers). These passages should cover the range of the novel and should not be just from one section.
· An explanation accompanying each supporting passage which analyzes the significance of each passage and its importance to the theme.
· A creative visual (the poster itself) that is appropriate to your theme.
Be prepared to present your poster and elaborate on the ways in which the passages support your thesis.
