This activity is a great for students to work with poetry as a group.  

Materials needed are:

Poster size copies of the poem with enough space on the margins for students to write.

Color markers or crayons

· Before the class begins have the posters with the poem posted on the walls in different parts of the room.

· Divide the students into groups of 5. Give each group a set of color markers/crayons.

· Give them the textual analysis activity sheet.  I have 13 tasks for students to complete. Choose whatever works best for you and your students. 

· After the students have completed their tasks have them rotate around the room to see their peers’ work.

· Discuss poem as a whole group.

· This activity will serve as a follow up for lesson 3
LESSON 2 Analysis and Interpretation of Poetry

TEXTUAL ANALYSIS ACTIVITY

Directions: As a group, complete each of the tasks on this sheet.  You may write 

all over your poster.

1. READ AND REACT: Read the passage twice. Underline things that spark your interest.

2.   PARAPHRASE:  Write a one-sentence summary that explains what is happening in each stanza/paragraph.
3.   VOCABULARY: Circle any vocabulary word you do not know.  Look up the definition and write it in the 

                              MARGIN 

4.   PLOT SIGNIFICANCE: Explain what is happening in this passage in terms of plot.  ON the bottom of your 

      sheet, write PLOT SIGNIFICANCE: _________________________.

5.   SETTING:  What is the time and place of the passage? On the top of the sheet write SETTING: ___________    

6.   POINT OF VIEW: Tell who is speaking.  On the top of your sheet, write POINT OF VIEW:

______________________.

7.   REVELATION ABOUT THE NARRATOR  The narrator reveals things about himself in the way he/she sends the

      story.  Use a dashed line. (---------------------) to underline certain words or passages that reveal something specific 

      about the narrator.  Write what you think is revealed by the word or words that you underlined in the margin.

8.   CHARACTER: Are there characters in this passage?  If so, who?  Explain how they interact with each other in the   

      passage.  Write CHARACTERS: _____________________ on the bottom of the page.

9.   PATTERNS AND REPETITION: Does the author repeat words or images?  If he/she does circle the words and draw a  

      line between the words that are repeated.

10.  WORD CHOICE: Exact words are hard to choose.  Analyze the words in your passage. Look for: descriptive or        

       effective words, words that create a mood, words that are negative in connotation, words that have more than one 

       meaning and the other meaning might be more important.

11.  FIGURES OF SPEECH:  Put a square around any examples of figures of speech.  Write above the word which 

       figure of speech it is and draw a line to the things that are being compared.

12.  IMAGERY:  Draw a picture of the most effective images.  Draw over the words.  Use color.

13.  DID THE AUTHOR/POET DO HIS/HER JOB? As groups decide whether the author describes well, is his/her                       

       meaning clear and he/she keeps you interested.  Rank him/her on each category and summarize his/her grade.  

       Write the grade and circle it on top of the page.                                          

