
ENVS 204 — Introduction to

Environmental Science

Instructor:  Dr. Chip Fox Office:   SCI 262
Phone:  886-5442
haydn_fox@tamu-commerce.edu

Text:: Cunningham, W.P., M.A. Cunningham, and B.W. Saigo (2007)
Environmental Science: A Global Concern. 9  ed.  Boston:th

McGraw–Hill.

Course Description: Survey course designed to cover major areas relating to
contemporary ecological/environmental problems and to introduce
the student to the multiple of roles of the environmental
professional in addressing these problems.  3-sh
Instructional Method: Lecture, discussion, debate, videos

Class Meets: Wednesday, 4:30–7:1-, Sci 122

Evaluation: 3 Tests, including final 300 points A = 90%
Research paper   50 points B = 80%
Bi–Weekly Articles   50 points C = 70%

D = 60%
Total 400 points F < 60%

Attend all sessions.  More than five unexcused absences may result in a drop of one letter
grade.  Excessive absences may result in being dropped from the course.

Writing Assignments and Presentation:
1. Every two weeks, Monday morning: Turn in a xeroxed article from a magazine or

newspaper pertaining to a current environmental issue.  Type two paragraphs, ~ ½
page each, one summarizing the article, the other summarizing your reaction to the
article.

2. Submit one well written properly referenced research paper discussing some aspect or
topic in environmental science beyond material covered in class.  The paper should be
approximately 10 pages long, standard font and margins, and excluding the title page
and reference page.  During the final two weeks of the semester, you are to present the
material from your research to the class in a 15 minute presentation.  Visual aids are
encouraged, not required.  Do Not Use a Report Cover (I hate them). Number Your
Pages.



Topical Syllabus
Week

1 Chapter 1—Understanding Our Environment

2 Chapter 2—Environmental Ethics and Philosophy (and economics)

3 Chapter 3—Matter, Energy, and Life

4 Chapter 4—Biological Communities and Species Interaction

5 Chapters 6 & 7—Population Exam I

6 Chapters 15 & 16—Air

7 Chapters 17 & 18—Water

8 Chapters 19 & 20—Energy

9 Chapter 21—Solid, Toxic, and Hazardous Waste Exam II

10 Chapters 12 & 13—Land Use  

11 Chapter 8—Environmental Health and Toxicology

12 Chapter 9—Food and Agriculture

13 Chapter 10—Pest Control

14 Chapter11—Biodiversity

15 Student Presentations

16 Final Exam

Caveats Box

Disabilities — Requests from students with disabilities for reasonable
accommodations must go through the Academic Support Committee. For more
information, please contact the office of Advisement Services, BA 314, 903-886-5133.

Behavior — All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common
decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. 
Students who are disruptive to class activities will be dropped from the class and may
face further disciplinary action.

Plagiraism — Plagiraism is a criminal activity.  You must cite all sources of
information.  Unreferenced copying of material, whether parts of sentences, whole
sentences, paragraphs, or entire articles can result in a score of zero for your
assignment and may result in further disciplinary action.




